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Letter from the President 
 

Dear RMTA members and friends, 

As my last term as RMTA President comes to a close this season, I want to thank you 
all for your amazing care and support to make RMTA such a successful and 
wonderful organization.  It has been an absolute joy to be leading this team over the 
past four years!    Thank you for your friendship and for all you do for RMTA! 

I hope that each of you is having a great year and is enjoying the start of our 
beautiful spring season!   

Over these past winter months, RMTA has held several wonderful events for our 
teachers and students. These included our RMTA Members Recital in January, our 
Potluck breakfast and discussion with Zhuping Ling on piano technique, our 
RMTA Bach Competition at the Richmond Public Library, the VMTA Theory, Skills 
and Sightreading tests, and our recent April workshop with Alice Hammel.  Thanks 
to all the chairmen, teachers, and students who have made these events so special. 

We look forward to more exciting events coming up before the end of the year!  Our 
VMTA Central District Auditions are in May, and our Annual luncheon is on April 
29th.  Keep an eye out on more details within this newsletter.  We hope to see you all 
there!  

Be sure to always keep an eye out for our RMTA website! Also, if any of you have 
pictures you would like on the website, please send to me for review and posting. 

Congratulations RMTA on a successful year!!  Thank you for all of your support! 

Thanks and take good care, 
Jennifer Scott, NCTM 
RMTA President  
 
 
 
Website and Facebook 
 
RMTA Website: http://www.richmondmta.org 
RMTA Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/richmondmta 



 
Congratulations to our new RMTA Executive Board for 2017-2019: 
 
RMTA EXECUTIVE BOARD 2017-2019 
 
President, Michelle Huang 
1st VP (Programs), Belle Elliott 
2nd VP (Membership), Jennifer Scott 
3rd VP (Student Recitals), Betty Ann Spiers 
Corresponding Secretary, Kristen Topham 
Recording Secretary, Mike Ireland 
Treasurer, Wesley Pollard 
 
 
 
 
Reports from Past Events 
 

Bach Competition: 

The RMTA Bach Competition 2017 took place at the Richmond Public Library, 
Gellman Room on March 4th. The total of 36 participants was represented by 15 
teachers. 

The judges were Madgalena Ademak from VCU and Dr. Andrey Kasparov from 
Old Dominion University and Dr. Ingrid Keller. Thanks to all participants and 
their teachers who did an outstanding job and demonstrated high level of 
musicianship and artistry. We are looking forward to Bach Competition 2018. 

Bach Competition Chairmen: 
Belle Elliott, Yifei Sun 
 

Winners of Bach Competition 2017: 

Level 3:  1st Place- Madeleine Fratarcangelo (teacher: Anne James)                           
                 2nd Place- Edson de Guzman (teacher: Paul Hanson)                                 
                 3rd Place- Molly Kate Tombs (teacher: Sharon Stewart)                               
                 Honorable Mention- Sherry He (teacher: Ruta Smedina-Starke) 

Level 2:  1st Place- Joshua Warner (teacher: Gabriella Ryan)                                       
                2nd Place- Richard Zhai (teacher: Paul Hanson)                                             
                3rd Place- Isabelle deBruler (teacher: Debbie Lamb)                                     
                Honorable Mention- Hannah Boen (teacher: Yin Zheng) 



Level 1:  1st Place- Anna Elizabeth Newell (teacher: Ruta Smedina-Starke)             
                2nd Place- Amy Lin (teacher: Ilona Rectenwald)                                           
                3rd Place- Ada Woo (teacher: Tatiana Tatum)                                                 
                Honorable Mention- Alice Zhang (teacher: Tatiana Tatum) 

Primer Level:  1st Place- Alina Laraway (teacher: Ruta Smedina-Starke)                   
                       2nd Place- Haru Alexander Mikawa (teacher: Hope Armstrong Erb) 
                       3rd Place- Zachary Qin (teacher: Tatiana Tatum)                                   
                       Honorable Mention- William He (teacher: Yifei Sun)                             
                       Honorable Mention- Zoe Hu (teacher: Yifei Sun) 

 
 
 
VMTA Theory Tests 
 
The VMTA Theory Tests for RMTA were held on March 12, 2017 at VCU.  Our 
system of sharing the workshop continues to work successfully.  Jennifer Scott 
and Wesley Pollard co-chaired the event.  A report was sent to the new state 
theory chair of VMTA, Barbara Danyi on April 4th by Gabriella Ryan. 
 
The numbers of teachers that entered this event was similar, but we had 17 
additional theory entries.  17 teachers entered 132 students, and the fees collected 
amounted to $1,584. 7 students were absent. 
 
Students took tests ranging from Primer to Level 10.  There were 9 that did not 
pass.  95 of the total students received Superior, Excellent, or Very Good. 
Congratulations to the students and their teachers on these great 
accomplishments. 
 
Theory Test Co-Chairs: Jennifer Scott and Wesley Pollard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sight Reading and Keyboard Skills Tests 
 
I cannot thank our judges enough, for without them we would not be able to 
afford our students important sight reading and keyboard skills goals.   So, many 
Kudos to Gabriella Ryan, Natalya Vornovitsky, Ellis Dunton, Sharon Stewart, 
Marina Andueza and Ruta Starke.   Also a big thank you to Wesley Pollard for 
allowing us to have these tests in his music store, Rhapsody Piano and Guitar. 
 



The following are the results of the above tests 
 
Keyboard Skills            9 Superiors          5 Excellents        1 Very Good 
 
Sight Reading             26 Superiors        17 Excellents       10 Very Goods      3  Good 
        1 Pass       1 Fail 
 
Respectfully submitted: Fay Barss, Chair 
 
 
Teacher Information 
 
Summer Camp Scholarships 
 
Think of summer camp possibilities for your students, and consider having them 
apply for one of RMTA’s two summer camp scholarships.  Information, 
including the application deadline and an entry form, is found in the RMTA 
Yearbook. 
 
 
RMTA Achievement Award Notice and Deadline 
 
The RMTA Achievement Award is an award that is presented to a student and 
their teacher who has participated in the most RMTA activities during the year. 
  The purpose of the student award is to recognize and encourage students to 
participate in musical activities within our organization. The RMTA executive 
committee feels that it is important to reward students for their continued 
dedication to music education. The RMTA executive committee also wants to 
recognize the RMTA teacher who supported and motivated their student. 
 
The student achievement award will be an engraved trophy. The teacher 
achievement award will be a nicely framed certificate.  
 
For each RMTA teacher that has students who participate in many RMTA 
activities during the year, please submit a Documentation Form (and attached 
forms) for each student that you feel is eligible for the award by May 20, 2017.   
All detailed information can be found on our RMTA website under MEMBER 
LOGIN/Application Forms.  This will be submitted to Jennifer Scott. 
 
 
Membership Renewal 
 
Dear RMTA Members, this is a friendly reminder to renew you RMTA membership for 
the 2017-2018 year.  



 
 
The individual Active Membership year begins July 1st and ends June 30th. Dues for 
renewing members must be processed by MTNA on or before July 31st in order to be in 
good standing for the upcoming membership year. Members who fail to renew by this 
date will not be listed in the RMTA yearbook. 
  
Active Membership Dues                         MTNA    $70.00 
                                                                    VMTA    $25.00 
                                                                    RMTA    $18.00 
  
The Collegiate Membership year begins October 1st and ends September 30th. 
  
Collegiate Membership Dues                       MTNA    $16.00 
                                                                        VMTA    $  5.00 
                                                                        RMTA    $  7.50 
  
MTNA Policy:  First year teachers just finishing college may join MTNA for half price 
if they were a collegiate member of MTNA. 
  
VMTA Policy:  First-year teachers just finishing college may join for half price with no 
restrictions. 
  
A complete listing of MTNA membership types (i.e. Senior, Retired, Patron) can be 
found at www.mtna.org/membership-information. 
  
For more information, please contact Savannah Hatcher, RMTA Membership 
Chairperson, at savannahhatcher@ymail.com or (804)-840-3339 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Student Events 
 
Central District Auditions will be held on Saturday May 6 at St. Catherine’s 
School. 
 
 


